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MONTEVERDE: A FOREST IN THE CLOUDS 


The Monteverde cloud forest straddling the Tilaran mountains of northern 
Costa Rica is home to an astonishing diversity of plants and animals. The 
area is famous for its spectacular birds % the Resplendent quetzal, Ornate 
hawk-eagle. Bare-necked umbrellabird, Sunbittern, Three-wattled bellbird, and 
Great green macaw are just a few of the 400 species recorded in Monteverde's 
biological reserve. In winter, the forest is alive with flocks of North 
American migrants, while year round 30 species of hummingbirds provide visitors 
with sudden flashes of iridescence. Other groups are equally diverse, with 
490 butterflies and over 500 tree species known from the area. More than 
300 orchids and 200 ferns, many still without scientific names, occur within 
the six distinct forest types recognized at Monteverde. The cloud forest 
protects some species, such as the Golden Toad, that exist nowhere else on 
earth. Together, these animals and plants form one of the richest biological 
communities to be found anywhere. 

Monteverde is a premier site for scientists, students, and tourists 
interested in nature. The Monteverde Cloud Forest Reserve with its field 
station ranks as the second most used research facility in Costa Rica and 
the most active cloud forest site worldwide. Good roads, excellent accommo¬ 
dations, and a thriving bilingual community make Monteverde one of the most 
congenial and accessible sites for naturalists in the American tropics. 
Scientific tourism provides a substantial economic resource for local residents, 
while simultaneously educating the public on the value of tropical ecosystems 
and the need for their conservation. 

Monteverde is in danger of becoming an ecologically isolated island. 

The area of forest currently protected covers only 16 square miles. The sur¬ 
rounding forest, 150 square miles in area which forms an integral part of the 
natural community, is now receiving increasing rates of damage from unsound 
development and land speculation. Yet, this forest protects the watershed 
of Costa Rica’s largest hydro-electric facility. Professional land use studies 
show the steep terrain of the forested slopes to be infertile, prone to erosion, 
suitable only for forest reserve and watershed protection. 

Monteverde’s wildlife cannot survive in isolation. Many birds,including 
the endangered quetzal, bellbird, and umbrellabird, and fully half the butter¬ 
flies are altitudinal migrants that move out of the Reserve, up and down or 
over the mountains as the seasons change. To survive, large predators such as 
mountain lions, jaguars and eagles, require many square miles of forest for 
each individual. Science and the people of Costa Rica will lose a valuable 
ecological, educational and economic resource if this forest destruction 
continues. 

We urgently need money NOW to save this forest and its inhabitants. There 
are few places on earth where a donation can preserve so much natural richness 
as Monteverde. 

About $50,000. has been raised so far in Ontario to purchase a portion of 
Monteverde to be called the "Ontario Tract" and about $225,000. has been 
collected during this campaign from all sources. 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club will be making a donation and you can help. 
Send a cheque made out to the "Hamilton Naturalists' Club - Monteverde Cam¬ 
paign" to the Club address below and it will be added to the fund. All 
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Monteverde; A Forest in the Clouds 

donations are tax-deductible and each $25. buys one acre of virgin rainforest- 
what a bargain to preserve this ecological jewel 2 The Monteverde Conservation 
League would also appreciate donations of old binoculars, even those in need 
of repair, to help in their educational programs in Costa Rica. These can be 
brought to a Club meeting and given to Bruce Duncan (765-3322 or 768-3238) 

Donations should be mailed to; Monteverde Campaign 

Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

P.0, Box 5182 

Hamilton,Ontario L8S 4L3 

THANK YOU. 


* ********* * *************** 


THANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTBANKyOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOU 

Bruce Duncan 


Before returning editorship of "The Wood Duck" to Margaret Mackenzie, I 
want to explain to members how you receive your Newsletter every month. Mainly 
through the devoted, hard work of a groun of volunteers, that's how. 

First, people send articles, notes and reports to the Editor who has the 
quite elementary task of choosing, touching up and grouping enough for an 
issue before a Club meeting. At the meeting, Edith Lawrence picks up every¬ 
thing, checks its priority listing and takes it home to be typed. Each month 
she types 10-12 or more stencils for an issue, putting short items in to fill 
gaps and keeping an eye on the page limitation she's facing. 

Each month, also, Mark Jennings receives a batch of bird sightings and 
collates them all to give to Anne Sentnetery who types them up on stencils. 
About the 20th of the month, Hazel Broker drops in for the evening at Edith's 
to proofread everything, set up an index for the issue and take the stencils 
with her to the next stage of production. 

Before the fourth Monday of the month, Charlie Zimmerman receives 16 or 18 
(and sometimes more - sorry, Charlie) stencils to be duplicated and over a 
weekend, runs off about 550 copies of each on the Club machine located in his 
basement. Once done, they are taken to Sheila Forbes' home where on that 
fotirth Monday evening, arranged by Laurel North, 6 or 7 volunteers,virtually 
always including Sheila, her mother. Hazel Broker and Norm Ralston, meet to 
collate the pages. One person takes the pages out of the collator, one or 
two staple, others fold, tape and put on address stickers. Someone also 
organizes the Newsletters by postal codes and places them in large mailbags. 

Two or three hours later, Norm takes all the bags home and next day delivers 
them to the Post Office. 

When you receive your "Wood Duck" in the mail, it's almost time for 
another meeting and the start of another issue. You can see that a great deal 
of v/ork goes into one issue and that our regular helpers deserve a big, big 
THANK YOU from all of us. Unlike the Executive, they are largely unrecognized 
but just as essential to the Club. If you see them at a meeting or outing, 
why not tell them you appreciate the job they're doing and why not volunteer 
yourself to help out with the collating one month? Laurel North can be reached 
at 634-5463. 

THANK YOU to all of 1986-87 S s volunteer helpers for "The Wood Duck". 
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ROBERT OWEN MERRIMAN - ELIZABETH MARY BRADFORD HOLBROOK 


One of the founders of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society - later the 
Hamilton Mature Club and now the Hamilton Naturalists' 1 Club - was Robert Owen 
Merriman, 

From 1919 until 1927 Hr. Merriman was President of this group he had 
helped found. Through hi? efforts the Society promoted Junior Audubon work 
not only in Hamilton but across Canada, When he died in 1934 members of the 
Society - by subscription wanted to aive a fitting memorial to this indi¬ 
vidual, After some deliberations it was decided a sculpture, representing 
a kneeling girl protecting a dove, would be placed in the (then) Civic Rock 
Carden - now the Royal Botanical Gardens" Rock Garden, 

The Merriman Memorial was the first commission of a sculptress, Elizabeth 
Mary Bradford Holbrook, who still lives in Dundas, She has since enjoyed a 
long and illustrious career with commissions in narks and public buildings 
across Canada, 

On Saturday, May 30th at 2 %30 p,m, members of the Hamilton Naturalists" 
Club are most cordially invited to meet the artist, any surviving members of 
the Merriman family and early Society executive we can locate at the RBG Rock 
Garden Merriman Memorial to \earn more about the achievements of this out¬ 
standing naturalist , The daite and time represent 50 years since the original 
dedication, 

(As well, sculpture by the Merriman Memorial creator, Mrs, Holbrook will 
be on display in RBG Centre foyer glass case and mezzanine May 2 through June 
1, Included will be a small plaster model of the Merriman memorial,) 

************************************* 

PURPLE MARTIN COLONY REGISTRY 
(abbreviated version) 


The Colony Registry Program of the newly formed Purple Martin Conservation 
Association seeks the help of all persons in locating and registering Purple 
Martin colonies throughout all of North America in preparation for several 
projects designed to help this man defendant species experiencing long-term 
declines within parts of its breeding range, IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO HAS 
A MARTIN COLONY or is trying to attract one or if you are interested in 
starting a colony yourself, please write to the P„M,C,A, You. can further 
assist by looking for martin houses or gourds in peoples yards during your 
travels. If you locate some, please try to obtain the mailing addresses from 
either the street & house numbers, rural mailboxes, phone books, or by 
stopping to ask. Please send addresses to; THE PURPLE MARTIN CONSERVATION 
ASSOCIATION, P„0„ BOX 173, EDINBORO, PA, 16412, U,S,A, 
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HAMILTON BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE SUMMARY FOR 1906 


The Hamilton Bird Records Committee considered report submitted in 1986 of 
species requiring documentation as noted by the "Date Guide to the Birds of 
the Hamilton Area". A summary follows, 

Acceoted Records (KBRC )t 
1985 

Aug,25 1 

Sept,6 1 


Parasitic Jaeger 
Peregrine Falcon(imm,) 


Van Wagner's Beach 
Dundas Marsh 


Bill Lamond 
Bill Lamond 


1986 

Common Loon 9 Feb, 

Double-crested Cormorant 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 
Black-crowned Niqht-Heron 23 Mar, 4 (ad,) 

" " " 1 Dec,-31 Dec, 6-9 

24 May- 5 Oct, 

14 June-24 Aug, 


1 Beach Canal Kevin McLaughlin 

1 Jan-29 Mar, 2 Windermere Basin McLaughlin 
22 Feb, 4(1st winter)Windermere Basin McLaughlin 


Snowy Egret 
Cattle Egret 
Great Egret 
Tundra Swan 
Snow Goose 
Surf Scoter 
Surf Scoter 
Common Moorhen 


1-6 

1-4 


Valley Inn 
Windermere Basin 
Toll Gate Ponds 
Toll Gate Ponds 

30 Mar, 1 Dundas March 

1-5 Jan, 1 Hamilton Harbour 

26 Sept, 1(blue) St. Elizabeth Village Ponds 

11 Jan. 1 Lake at Walker's Line 

27 Sept, 1 Van Wagner's Beach 

8 Nov. 


1 Rattray's Marsh 
Black-bellied Plover 5-13 July 1 Tollgate Ponds 
Lesser Yellowlegs 3lMar. 2 Smithvilie Sev/age Ponds 
Spotted Sandpiper 13 Dec,86-18 Jan.37 1 Beach Canal 

Short-billed Dowitcher 7-8 June 1 Toll Gate Ponds 
Ruddy Turnstone 15 Nov. 1 Lake at 50 Rd. 


Purple Sandpiper 19 Oct. 2 
Western Sandpiper 24-28 Nov. 
Franklin's Gull 15 June 1 
Little Gull 30 March l(ad.) 
Glaucous Gull 
Thayer's Gull 


Lesser Black-backed Gull 


Fifty Pt. C.A. 

1 Taquanyah C.A. 

N.W. of Streetsville 
Dundas Marsh 
23 Oct. l(lst winter) Aldershot 
31 Dec. l(ad.) Spencer Smith Park 


13 Mar. 1 (ad.) Shell Park 
Oct, 1 (ad.) La Salle Park 


McLaughlin 
McLaughlin 
McLaughlin 
McLaughlin 
McLaughlin 
McLaughlin 
Robert Curry 
Denys Gardiner 
Curry 
Alex Gray 
McLaughlin 
Curry 

McLaughlin 
McLaughlin 
Lamond 
McLaughlin 
Bruce Duncan 
Curry 
Lamond 
Curry 

McLaughlin 
Mark Jennings 
Curry 


Sabine' 


s Gull 16 Sept. 
Forster’s Tern 9 Nov. 
Golden Eagle 24 Sept. 
Hermit Thrush 19 Aug. 

Gray Catbird 1-12 Jan. 
Prothonotary Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler 25 June 
Bay-breasted Warbler 5 May 
Hooded Warbler 6-30 July 
Chipping Sparrow 4-8 Mar. 


28 Oct.-IN.v. l(ad.) La Salle Park Rob Dobos,McLaughlin 
15 Ncv. l(ad.) La Salle Par): McLaucrhlin 

Van Wagner's Beach 


2(j uv.) 

2 (ad.) Princess Pt. 

1 Hwy„5 west at Troy 

1 Shell Park 
1 Valley Inn Trail 


21 June 1 male 
1 male 
1 male 
1 male 
1 768 


Dundas Marsh Willows 


McLaughlin 
Curry 
Curry 

Brian Wylie 
Jennings 

Lamond, Gardiner 


Fox Sparrow 25 Jan. 1 
Western Meadowlark 17 Nov. 


Summer Tanager 7 May 
White-winged. Crossbill 


1 male 
14 Sept, 


Curry 

92 Hostein Dr.,Ancaster Curry 
Bronte Harbour Jennings 

Crawford Lake Jennings 

- 10th Ave.,Hamilton Jeff & Hannah 

Blezius 

Glancaster & 20 Rd. Ivar Kops 

1 Bedford Park Dr.,Grimsby George Meyers 


Burloak Woods Jennings 

2 Watson's Lane, Dundas Wylie 
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Hamilt on Bird Records Committee Summary for 1986 


Ac£epjted_Records (O ntario Bird Records Committee - OBRC) 

I rs 1 1 J .. •» _ _ . 

Dundas Marsh 


7-14 Oct. l(juv.) 


George W. North 


Purple Gallinule 
1980 

Pacific Loon 8-20 Nov. 1 Burlington Beach Kevin McLaughlin,Barry 

1985 Cherriere(photo) 

Ame?icL l oi^tl5 r °^ t K d G °°o e 17 NoV * 1(ad ‘ ) Taquanyah C.A. Bruce Duncan 
y ercatcher 2 Nov. 1 Windermere Basin,50 Pt. Denys Gardner, 

“S" \ B ? amSVllle Dave B Freeland° t0> 

10 26 Apr. 1 male Mississauga Alvaro Jaramillo,Tim 

1986 Sabo (photo) 

SH^y Egret (nesting) July Tollgate Ponds Bob Curry,George Bryant,Chip 

Pinincr TT-r , Weseloh (photos) 

— ~ Plover . 1-2 June 1 Tollgate Ponds Kayo Roy (photo) 


TOO/- At- . J- xoxig 

1 -Hb O bservations Forwarded to OBRCs 

Townsend’s Solitaire 16 Nov. 1986-Feb.1987 Rattray Marsh 
^accepted Records, Probable E scapes ? Y 

Greater White-fronted Goose 18 Jan. - 8 Mar. 1986 1 Gueloh 

p rub Jay early Aug.l985-mid Mar.1986,14 Sept.1986 on 1 Milton 
European Goidfinoh late Oot.1985-26 pib.lSSC 1 Burlington 
Observ ations Lacking Docum entation*s ^ 

Groater^Yen^n 1 ! Jan ” 1 fern. Lake at Fifty Rd. 

pt Yello yJ e ^ s 10 Mar. 25 Beamer C. A. 

Bald Eagle 18 Aug. l Mountsberg C. A. 

c;Ja lln t 7 23-24 Aucf ° 1 (juv.) Grimsby 
~ e . qe .' ren 24 Se Pt. 1 Spencer Cr. at Dundas Marsh 

P « 1 > T 1 


Alex Gray 


Tufted Titmouse 2 Nov. 
White-eyed Vireo 5 May 1 
Bobolink 20 Oct. 1 


Oakville 
Burloak Woods 

Smithville Sewage Ponds 


*The IIBRC would be pleased to receive documentation of these sightings. 


********************** 


POTLUCK SUPPER 

TIME: MONDAY, JUNE 8 - 6:30 p.m. 

PLACE: Royal Botanical Gardens Nature Centre 

The HNC’s fourth annual potluck supper is scheduled 
j.or the second Monday in June. Supper is at 6:30 
-Ollowcd oy^short outings along the trails to see 
birds and wildflowers and wrapping up with a couple 
oj . short films indoors. Bring a folding chair in 
case we run out of picnic table space. There is 
room indoors if it rains. For further information, 
contact social Director, Janet Snaith. 

********************** 

DUPLICATOR FOR SALE 

cator^and^as^it^oi'^^r C ^ b v haS recentl y Purchased a reconditioned dupli- 
contact^ruce 



F IELD EVENTS 

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 9 a.m. WAINFLEET BOG 

Both Red and Rlack chokeberry are found growing here on peat moss nearly 
two meters deep. An occasional massassauga rattle snake has been seen 
as well. Bring a lunch and meet at the-O.E.W. and Bartlett Rd,-exit 
East Grimsby 

Leader - Georcre Meyers 945-4217 

SUNDAY, MAY 31, 8;30 a.m, BRONTE CREEK 

Explore Bronte Creek from QEN towards Hwy.No.5. We will examine creek 
life, flowers, bird life, and trees along the way. This is a beautifully 
unspoiled river valley teeming with curiosities. Those who wish to make 
this a morning hike only can leave mart way through. This is quite 
strenuous going. Bring a lunch. Meet - Parking lot end of Upper Middle 
Rd. w. off Hwy. No. 25. 

Leader - Peter Thoem GO1-2733 

SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 0 a.m, FPOOKY HOLLOW 

Explore our ovm sanctuary in Norfolk County with its many species of 
ferns and Carolinian fauna. Meet Mountain Plaza, James St. Bring a lunch. 
Leader - Bruce Mckenzie 643-4526 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, JUNE 13 & 14-' 

Meet at Awenda Provincial Park Front Gate, just north of Penetanguishene 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday morning. We will be visiting Big Chute, Wasaga 
Beach Provincial Park and many other areas in between. Accommodations 
will be left up to the descre.stion of individual participants. This will 
be a botanically oriented hike. For more information call Dave Bradley, 
519-534-3600. 

SATURDAY, JULY 11 3 a.m. ROCKTOH AREA 

An opportunity to explore an area that has produced some rare birds in 
the past. Meet at the entrance to University Plaza, Dundas. 

Leader - Bill Lamond 52.3-.7972 . . 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 9 a,m. TURKEY VULTURES AND RAILWAYS 

Visit the Blue Lakes area north of Brantford to see a turkey vulture roost 
with possibly 50-60 birds. A disused railway line with unusual prairie 
flowers and grasses and magnificent views of the Grand River. Meet at 
M.T.C, yards at Peter's Corners (No.5 & 0 Hwys.) 

Leader - Peter Thoem 601-2730 


NOTICE OF MAY MEETING 

DATE MONDAY, MAY 4, 1907 - 0:00 p.m. 

PLACE Royal Botanical Gardens-Headquarters 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington 

TOPIC Members' Might - Four short presentations? 

1. Panda Bears by Ian and Barbara Reid 

2. Flowers of the S.E. U.S.A. by Norm Ralston 

3. The Taquanyah Bald Eagle Release by Bruce Duncan 

4. Warbler Identification by Bob Curry and Barry Cherriere 
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1987 WEDNESDAY EVENING WALKS 


All 

hikes start at 6:30 

p,m. except the final 

one,Aug.26, It starts 6 p.m. 

Date 

Leader 

Topic or Area 

Meeting Place 

May 

6 

Denys Gardiner 

336-2704 

Shell Park 

N.side at Lakeshore approx. 1 
mile E. of Burloak Park-lst lot 
on the right 

May 

13 

Noni Steels 
527-8793 

Hendrie Valley 

Cherry Hill Gate,R.B.G.,Plains 

Rd., near the bridge 

May 

20 

Hazel Broker 
527-0333 

Tindale Farm 

Old Materdown Shopping Plaza,N. 
side of Hamilton St.off #5 Hwy. 

May 

27 

Fred Houston 
627-5165 

Dundas Valley 

#2 Kwy.Si Montgomery Dr.,Ancaster 
Ancaster Old Mill Restaurant sign 

June 

3 

John Struaer 
547-5116 

Rob Dobos 
549-1359 

Toll Gate Ponds 

Canada Centre for Inland Waters 
parking lot 

June 

10 

Steve Eowen 
627-7742 

North Shore R,B.G % 

Nature Interpretive Centre, 
Arboretum 

June 

17 

Norm Ralston 
383-1397 

Mt. Nemo 

Guelph Line & Colling Rd. 

June 

24 

Bill Lamond 
523-7972 

Rock Chapel Sanctuary Rock Chapel Rd. parking lot 

July 

.8 

Shirley Element 
336-5433 

Clappison's Cut 

On Old Guelph Rd. off #6 Hwy, 

July 

15 

Janet Snaith 
383-2660 

Shirley Element 
336-5433 

Hamilton Cemetery 

Dundurn Castle Parking Lot 

July 

22 

Dean Gugler 
528-7169 

Dundas Valley 

By south entrance to University 
Plaza, Dundas 

July 

29 

June Hurd 
549-6824 

Felker Falls 

Fennell Square,Fennell & Gage 
Hamilton, south side 

Aug. 

5 

Hazel Broker 
527-0333 

Gartshore Farm 

Mineral Springs & Sulphur 

Springs Rd., Ancaster 

Auer. 

12 

Barb & Ian Reid 
628-8329 

Beverly 

Py the south entrance to 
University Plaza, Dundas 

Aug, 

19 

Barb McKean 
522-3223 

Hopkins Creek 

R. B, G, 

Hopkins Creek Parking Lot, 

York Rd. Dundas 

Aug. 

26 

Tim Story 
648-0616 

Photography 

Country Fair Plaza,Zehr's Store 
Wilson St,, Ancaster 



KENTUCKY COFFEE TREE GYMNOCLADUS DIOICA (LEGUJ ? INOSAE) 


by A.N. Butwich 


The- Kentucky Coffee Tree is the .sole North American representative -of'' 
the Genus Gymnocladus . The only other species is in Southern China. This 
.species is not known to hybridize with .any other native or cultivated... species.. 

This tree is a Carolinian species and though widely distributed, it. is 
now.-classified in sone districts of the U.S. as endangered to threatened. 

Being of the rarest soecies of the now highly fractured Carolinian forest of 
•extreme Southern Ontario, it is found crowing native in two general areas - 
Essex and Lambton counties. Among the twelve locations are Pelee Island., 

•East Sister Island, and the Canard. .River Flood Plain (South of Windsor) „ 

A distinctive, forest canopy tree, its preferred location is rich bottom 
land's and is usually found as a solitary specimen or in small qrouns. It 
may reach a...height of 30 m+(100 ft.) and a d.b.h. of 150 cm(5 ft). One of 
the largest in Ontario is in Simcoe with a d.b.h. of 90 cm. and- a height 
of 23 m. 

Typically onen grown trees such as those found at Vineland, Allen 
Cardens, Toronto, etc. develop a short trunk,perhaps three metres high. 

From there several heavy but widely spaced branches turn slightly outward 
to-form a high, narrow, irregularly round crown. Gymnocladus , meaning naked 
branch, is of greck origin. One of the last soecies to break out. in the 
spring, it is also one of the earliest to shed its. leaves, usually a bright 
yellow, in the fall. 

The minute leaf, buds are hidden in hairy cavities of the bark or in 
the notches of the heart-shaped leaf scars. The large, doubly-compound leaf 
is one to three feet long (30-90 cm) and often two feet(60cm) wide with five 
to nine ninnately-coro.pound secondary leaves branchin.fr from the main stem. 

Each of some forty to sixty small, smooth-margin?;??, abruptly pointed 
leaflets are two to two-and-a-half inches long (0+ cm) and arranged opposite ... 
one another ona central stem. Some 125 years ago, some seeds were brought 
up from Kentucky and Planted.by No.3 .Highway, Stoney Creek. One .leaf on 
the one tree had. 147 leaflets. 

For a week to ten days in June, clusters of g-reenish nurnle flowers 
hang inconspicuously among the new leaves. Pale and female flowers occur 
on separate trees to which the specific name, dioicus ,refers. The pollen 
hearing Clusters are 10 cm.long while the pistillate or seed producers are 
15 to 30 cm long, and have fragrance like a rose. 

Belonging to the family Leguninosae, coffee tree is a pod-bearer after 
the manner of the bean and. pea. The purplish-brown fruit is one of the 
largest tree pods of this continent, beinn 15 to 25 cm. long, 3 to 5 cm. 
broad, thick and full. It matures in one season and often persists, dry 
and rattling, into the winter. Each Pod. usually encloses six or more hard, 
round, flat, dark reddish-brown seeds, approx. 2 cm. in diameter, separated 
by a thick, dark-coloured, layer of inedible, sticky pulp. Good crops are 
produced alternately or on 3 year cycles. .. 

The name Kentucky Coffee Tree is a misnomer and relates only to the 
efforts of early settlers in Kentucky to use the heavy,bitter seeds as a 
source of a coffee-like beverage. 




Kentucky Coffee Tree 
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While variable, the rough, deeply fissured bark is often found with 
recurved edges and is rougly 2.5 cm, thick and varies from dark gray to 
brown. The light reddish-brown wood is coarsely grained and medium hard, 
and resembles some of the exotic tropical woods. It has been available 
through specialty suppliers such as A and M Wood Specialty, Cambridge,Ont„ 

Hardy from zones 3 to 3,it v/ill grow in a wide range of soils provided 
it has ample moisture. Unlike the Red Pine, Pinus r.esinosa , it will grow 
successfully in cities where at times there is low air quality. It v/ill 
not tolerate shade. 

According to Dr. J.D. Ambrose of the University of Cuelph Arboreteum, 
very fevz trees growing in their native state are producing viable seed 
in Ontario. Instead, most reproduction is by clones or root suckers. While 
available commercially through such nurseries as Sheridan, sales have only 
been modest, probably due to its being little known. With few pests, medium 
grov/th and graceful summer foliage, it's a species Iona overlooked by the 
general public. 

• *********************** 

.CONSERVATION NEWS 


by John Struger 


Dr. Ross Hall was honoured as the 1906 Environmentalist of the Year for 
the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth at the Environmentalist of the Year Dinner 
on April 3, 1907 at the Royal Connaught Hotel. Over 170 people attended the 
dinner including two tables of our Club members. The Hamilton Naturalists' 

Club has been involved with the committee that sponsors the Environmentalists 
of the Year Dinner. John Struger, Conservation Director, was chairman of the 
dinner committee and is looking for additional Club participation on this 
committee. If you are interested Please contact John at 547-5116. Also, Club 
members should start thinking of possible nominees for the 1937 Environmentalisl 
of the Year from the community or even from our own Club. 

June 6th is an important day to circle on your calendar. Our Club is 
organizing another Clean-un Day of local natural areas. This is our second 
annual Clean-up and third overall. We have received funding from Environment 
Canada and are part of the activities promoting National Environment Week 
(June 1-7). In cooperation with the Royal Bozanical Gardens, The Bruce Trail 
Association, The Conservers Society, The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority, 
The Golden Horseshoe Recreation Club, The Canada Centre for Inland Waters, 
Environment Canada, Industrial Disposal Ltd., Save The Valley, and the Cities 
of Burlington and Hamilton, we will be concentrating on cleaning up or greening 
up Cootes Paradise, the Harbour, the Beach Strip, the Bruce Trail and other 
areas in the Hamilton -- Burlington area. A picnic and concert will take place 
at LaSalle Park at 2:30 p.m. for the Clean-up participants. If you are 
interested, contact John or sign up at the Conservation Table. Please wear 
boots and gloves and bring a canoe or boat if you are interested in the Cootes 
Paradise and Harbour Clean.-un. A number of Conservation Participation acti¬ 
vities are in the works and need your support. 
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THE ETYMOLOGY OF ENTOMOLOGY: WHAT IS A WASP? 


Jane Davies 


In our Anglo-American family, we are aware that a thing is often called 
by different names on our respective sides of the Atlantic. Vie were sitting 
on the front terrace Sunday, March 22, 1987 and our cat wa3 chasing a flying 
creature. John said, "Ben will learn not to chase a wasp." V7e got into a 
discussion about what constitutes a wasn as ooposed to a yellow jacket. John 
calls Hymenopterous insects with transverse black and yellow stripes wasps, 
while down in the States we call brown Hymenopterous insects that build 
papery or mud nests wasps, while those with transverse black and yellow stripes 
we call yellow jackets. The ones that build tubular mud nests my retired 
parents in West Virginia call mud daubers. 

It was inevitable that I would go get A Field Guide to the Insects by 
Borror and White from the shelf and look for plates of yellow jackets and 
wasps. This did not satisfy my curiosity, so I have gone into the "etymology 
of entomology further, the result of which is the present, article. 

First I looked up wasos in The Oxford Dictionary of Natural History and 
found too much information on families of wasps to be helpful as a point of 
departure. I found, the taxonomic structure I was looking for in Fundamentals 
of Entomology by Richard. J. Elzinga. 


Hvylum Arthropoda 
Class Insecta 

Order Kymenoptera 

Sub-Order Symphyta 
Sub-order Anocrita 

Superfamilies; Chalcidoidea 


Scolioidea 

Pompiloidea 

Vesnoidea 

Bethyloidea 

Sphecoidea 

Ichneumonoidea 

Cynipoidea 


Families; Chalcidae 

Ptermalidae 

Eulophidae 

Scoliidae 

Tiphiidae 

Pompilidae 

Vespidae 

Chrysididae 

Gphecidae 

Ichneumonidae 

Braconidae 

Cynipidae 

Subfamilies; Cynipinae 
Charipinae 
Eucoilinae 


These are all the taxa which Borror and White and the Oxford Dictionary 
of Natural History list as containing entities which we know familiarly as 
wasps. They are qualified by descriptive nouns desianating them as different 
kinds of wasps. 


Borror and White on page 341 say; 

"The term "Wasp" is used in this book (with a few exceptions) for members 
of the Sunerfamilies Scolioidea (other than ants), Vespoidea, and Sphecoidea. 
Wasps are Hymenontera in which the females usually sting, antennae are generally 
13-segmented in the male and 12-segmented in the female, trochanters are 1- 
segmented and larvae usually feed on animal food." 
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The Etymology of Entomologhy? What is a Wa sp? 
The Oxford Concise Dictionary says ° 


Wasp, Hymenopterous social or sol.i 
superfamily Vespoidea, esp. common kind 
transverse stripes, very slender waist, 
midable sting. 


tary often carnivorous insect of 
(of aenus Vespa ) with black and yellow 
liking for fruit and sweets, and for- 


The Webster"s Mew World Dict ionary says; 


.00 the name comes from a Germanic base meaning to weave (in reference to the 
cocoon-like nest).^ Any of a large, world-wide group of winged,hymenopterous 
insects, characterized by a slender body v/ith the abdomen attached by'a narrow 
citing mouth parts, and, in the females and workers, a vicious sting 
that can be used repeatedly? some wasps, as the hornet, are characterized by 
a colonial or social organization. (Line drawing, with the caption "%~3 inches 


Going back to our list of families and subfamilies, some of them have 
descriptive qualifying common names, and others are characterized merely by 
the scientific name. 


Chalcidoidea 


Scolioidea 

Pomniloidea 

Vespoidea 

Bethyloidea 

Snhecoidea 

Ichneumonoidea 


Cynipoidea 


19 families in key on o 0 32 a of Horror 
Chalcidae - dark colored, hind femora greatly swollen 
Pteromalidae - 2-4 mm; black or metallic green 
Eulophidae - tari 4-secrmented 

Scoliidae -- Large, robust,hairy, found on flowers 
Tinhi.idae - include black and yellow striped wasps 
Pompilidae -wings not folded longitudinally at rest 
Vespidae - wings folded longitudinally,many common wasps 
Chrysididae ■■ Cuckoo wasos, lay eggs in other nests 
Sphecidae -- includes organpipe muddauber 
Ichneumonidae - the largest family of insects 
Eraconidae - some snecies pupate in silken cocoons on 
the outside of the body of the host 

Cyninidae 

Cynipinae - call wasps, make galls on oak leaves 

Charipinae 

Eucoilinae 


Ihus concludes a brief and rudimentary run-down of the etymology of what 
we mean when we say a wa so. 


**************************** 


WATCH FOR KESTREL NESTBOXE S 

The Canadian Wildlife Service in Purlincrton has established an American 
Kestrel nesting box trail in the rural areas of Stoney Creek, Grimsby and 
yearnsvilie. Forty-one boxes have been erected on trees and Hydro stub-poles 

H ^ Way 20 and v f nela nd.'. This is a project of the CWS and the Ministry 
a ural Resources to investigate contaminant uptake and reproductive 
success of Kestrels feeding in agricultural areas which are subject to pest- 
cide application. If any HNC members notice vandalism to any of the boxes, 
please notify Chip Weseloh, John Struaer or Rob Dobos at the Canadian Wild¬ 
life Service. Phone 416-336-4968. 
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NOTEWORTHY BI RD RE C ORDS 

Number of species recorded to March 31, 1987 - 133 
* Indicates first record for the year 
F indicates first record for the migration 
L indicates last record for the migration 

RM refers to bird engaged in reverse migration (i.e., in a sw direction) 
Underlined species or dates indicates that a written documentation is required 


JANUARY 


Rough-legged Hawk 

Jan 7 

3 

Cayuga 


Patti Rusins 

Peregrine Falcon 

Jan 11* 

limm 

Fifty Pt. C.A. 


Mary Ellen Foley, 






Brian Ratcliffe 

Common Black-headed Gull 

Jan 25*on 

lad 

Port Credit 



Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Jan 7*-28 

1 

Cayuga 


Rusins 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Jan 11 

4 

tv 


tt 

FEBRUARY 






Trumpeter Swan 

Feb 7 

2imm 

lake at Walker’s Line Mike Cadman 

Northern Goshawk 

Feb 17* 

limm 

McMaster University Jerry Chappie 

Common Black-headed Gull 

Feb 22 

lad 

Port Credit 


Rosemary Gaymer, 






Kathleen MacNamara 

Common Raven 

Feb 7* 

1 

tt 


Cadman 

Horned Lark 

Feb 1 

30 

Sydenham Rd.,Dundas 

Chappie 

Varied Thrush 

Feb 7* 

1 

Bronte Rd at Upper Middle Cadman 

Snow Bunting 

Feb 1 

450 

Sydenham Rd.,Dundas 

Chappie 

MARCH 






Common Loon 

Mar 24F 

1 

Lax landfill 


Rob Dobos 


Mar 27 

6 

Woodland Cemetery 


Robert Curry,Bill Lamond 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Mar 7* 

1 

tv 


Jim Cram 

Horned Grebe 

Mar 2IF 

2 

It 


Lamond 

Red-necked Grebe 

Mar 29F 

3 

lake at Rattray's 

Marsh Alex Gray 

Double-crested Cormorant 

Mar 5-30 

5 

Windermere/Toll Gates Dobos 

Great Blue Heron 

Mar 9F 

1 

Valens Road 


Lamond 

Tundra Swan 

Mar 7* 

115 

Taquanyah C.A. 


Bruce Duncan 


Mar 7* 

43 

Burlington Bay 


Curry,Lamond,McLaughlin 


Mar 7* 

5 

lake at Rattray’s 

Marsh Gray 

Snow Goose 

Mar 15F 

3 

High Level Bridge 


Cram, Lamond 

Wood Duck 

Mar 7F 

4 

Woodland Cemetery 


Curry,Lamond,McLaughlin 

Green-winged Teal 

Mar 27F 

3 

Dundas Marsh 


Lamond 

Mallard 

Mar 7F 

300 

Burlington Bay 


Curry,Lamond,McLaughlin 

Northern Pintail 

Mar 6F 

25 

Woodland Cemetery 


Curry, Lamond 

Blue-winged Teal 

Mar 16* 

3 

Dundas Marsh 


Lamond 

Northern Shoveler 

Mar 27F 

5 

tv 


tt 

Eurasian Wigeon - 






rufous-phased female 

Mar 28*-30 

| 1 

Smithville S.P. 


Curry et al 

American Wigeon 

Mar 7F 

4 

Burlington Bay 


Curry,Lamond,McLaughlin 

Amar. Wigeon x Gadwall 

Mar 14 

lm 

Windermere Basin 


John Galloway, Lamond, 






McLaughlin 

Canvasback 

Mar IF 

2 

LaSalle Park 


McLaughlin 


Mar 6 

10 

Woodland Cemetery 


Curry, Lamond 

Redhead 

Mar 6F 

11 

it 


ft t? 

Ring-necked Duck 

Mar 7F 

26 

tt 


Curry,Lamond,McLaughlin 


Mar 16 

40 

Dundas Marsh 


Lamond 
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Greater Scaup 

Lesser Scaup 
Oldsquaw 

White-winged Scoter 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Ruddy Duck 
Turkey Vulture 

Bald Eagle 


Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
American Coot 
Killdeer 


Greater Yellowlegs 

Pectoral Sandpiper 
Common Snipe 


American Woodcock 
Iceland Gull 
Glaucous Gull 

Eastern Screech-Owl 
Snowy Owl 


Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared Owl 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
Northern Flicker 
Eastern Phoebe 


Tree Swallow 

Brown Creeper 
Winter Wren 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Eastern Bluebird 


Mar 6F 

6 

Woodland Cemetery 

Curry, Lamond 

Mar 14 

550 

Windermere Basin 

Clark 

Mar 7F 

4 

Burlington Bay 

Curry,Lamond,McLaughlin 

Mar 20F 

40 

CCIW 

Dobos 

Mar IF 

1:1 

Desjardins Canal:LaSalle Park McLaughlin 

Mar 6F 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 

Mar 7F 

450 

Burlington Bay 

Curry,Lamond,McLaughlin 

Mar 8F 

15 

lake at Rattray’s 

Marsh Gray 

Mar 5-24 

10-15 

Windermere Basin 

Dobos 

Mar 5F 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 

Mar 20 

3 

York 

Duncan 

Mar 25 

46 

Beamer C.A. 

Dobos 

Mar 11F 

limm 

Woodland Cemetery 

Denys R. Gardiner 

Mar 13 

lad 

8th Rd.E. Stoney Creek Dobos 

Mar 21 

lad 

Vinemount 

Greg Sadowski, 

Nigel Shaw 

Mar 8F 

1 

Saltfleet Marsh 

Dobos 

Mar 8F 

1 

Dundas 

Clark 

Mar 5-27 

1-3 

Windermere 

Dobos 

Mar 7* 

22 

Hamilton area 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Mar 7* 

1 

Rattray’s Marsh 

Gray, MacNamara 

Mar 31 

539RM 

( l l < hrs.) Bronte 

Jennings 

Mar 31 

500RM 

(5h hrs.) Woodland 

Cemetery Lamond 

Mar 25* 

1 

Hwy 99 w of Lynden 

John B. Miles 

Mar 31 

1RM 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 

Mar 29* 

2 

Smithville S.P. 

Gardiner et al 

Mar 22* 

1 

Saltfleet Marsh 

Rick Snider, 

Robert Stamp 

Mar 28 

12 

fl 

Consaul, Lamond, 
McLaughlin 

Mar 31 

97RM 

(lk hrs.) Bronte 

Jennings 

Mar 31 

370RM 

(5% hrs.) Woodland 

Cemetery Lamond 

Mar 6* 

1 

Berry C.A. 

Lamond 

Mar 24 

1 

lake at Rattray's Marsh Gray 

Mar 21 

6 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 

Mar 26 

2 on 

nest Grimsby 

Dobos 

Mar 1 

limm 

LaSalle Park 

McLaughlin 

Mar 2-25 

1 

east end of Bay 

Dobos 

Mar 5-10 

1 

Saltfleet Marsh 

Dobos, Fleming et al 

Mar 13 

1 

Bronte Rd at QEW 

MacNamara 

Mar 28 

limm 

Mountsberg C.A. 

David & Kirs tin Stubbin 

Mar 8-21 

7 

Bronte Woods 

Jennings 

Mar 7 

1 

Green Mountain Rd. 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Mar 16 

3 

Saltfleet Marsh 

Dobos 

Mar 8:29 

2:1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Mar 27F 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 

Mar 29* 

1:1 

Confederation Dr.: 

Beamer Pt. Consaul, 
Galloway, Lamond 
McLaughlin 

Mar 29* 

1 

Bronte Woods 

Jennings 

Mar 24* 

1 

Beamer C.A. 

fide Wylie 

Mar 31 

17RM 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 

Mar 14F 

1 

Beamer C.A. 

Alf Epp 

Mar 29F 

1 

Burloak Woods 

Jennings 

Mar 29F 

19 

Bronte 

ft 

Mar 29F 

1 

Winona Rd. 

Consaul, Galloway, 
Lamond, McLaughlin 

Mar 29F 

2 

Lewis Rd. 

Gardiner 

Mar 31 

10RM 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 
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American Robin 

Mar 6F 

6 

Woodland Cemetery 

Curry, Lamond 


Mar 7 

76 

Hamilton area 

Lamond, McLaughlin 


Mar 31 

1671RM 

(1^ hrs.) Bronte 

Jennings 



Mar 31 

9100RM 

(5% hrs.) Woodland 

Cemetery 

Lamond 

Northern Mockingbird 

Mar 19 

1 

Mount Healy 

Duncan 


Water Pipit 

Mar 31* 

9RM 

Bronte 

Jennings 



Mar 31* 

14RM 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 


Northern Shrike 

Mar 28 

1 

Mountsberg C.A„ 

Stubbing 


European Starling 

Mar 31 

3000RM 

(Ik hrs.) Bronte 

Jennings 



Mar 31 

9000RM 

(5k hrs.) Woodland 

Cemetery 

Lamond 

Field Sparrow 

Mar 31F 

2RM 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 


Savannah Sparrow 

Mar 28* 

1 

Saltfleet Marsh 

Dobos, Fleming 


Mar 31 

3RM 

(1 h hrs.) Bronte 

Jennings 



Mar 31 

25RM 

(5k hrs.) Woodland 

Cemetery 

Lamond 

Song Sparrow 

Mar 7F 

1 

Saltfleet Marsh 

Lamond 


Lapland Longspur 

Mar 31 

27RM 

Woodland Cemetery 

l» 


Snow Bunting 

Mar 31 

200RM 

(5k hrs.) Woodland 

Cemetery 

Lamond 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Mar 7 

160 

Hamilton area 

Lamond, McLaughlin 


Mar 9 

300 

Hwy 8 

Lamond 



Mar 31 

600RM 

(5k Hrs.) Woodland 

Cemetery 

Lamond 

Eastern Meadowlark 

Mar 7F 

1 

Rattray's Marsh 

Gray 



Mar 7F 

2 

Woodland Cemetery 

Consaul, 

Robert Curry 





Lamond, McLaughlin 

Rusty Blackbird 

Mar 31* 

700RM 

(5k hrs.) Woodland 

Cemetery 

Lamond 

Common Grackle 

Mar 2F 

1 

Rockton 

Lamond 



Mar 7 

190 

Hamilton area 

Lamond, McLaughlin 


Mar 9 

400 

Cambridge 

Lamond 



Mar 31 

200RM 

(5k hrs.) Woodland 

Cemetery 

Lamond 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Mar 31 

100RM 

(5k hrs.) Woodland 

Cemetery 

Lamond 

Common Redpoll 

Mar 7 

74 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 



Please send your bird records for April, 1987, by the 10th of May to Mark Jennings, 
308 - 5348 Lalceshore Rd. E. , Burlington, Ont. L7L 4Z2, or phone 632-2210. 
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